BRITISH   PRESSURE   ON   JAP A*,                          Si
To impose a large increase of customs duty on the one
hand, and on the other to propose a conference about it,
is a nice way to treat people ! For England first to arrange
matters to her own advantage and then to begin to think
about discussing them is an outrageous way of conducting
foreign affairs.
This dishonesty oil the part of England drove our manu-
facturers to extremes. A meeting of the Spinners Association
on June 13 resolved to boycott Indian cotton from that day
forward. The Weavers Association had, on the previous
day, resolved not to buy any wool, wheat, timber, machinery,
steel, or woollen goods from anywhere in the British Empire.
So the battle was fairly joined.
British insincerity.
While business men were thus eyeing each other, our
Government continued its endeavours to find some peaceful
solution, and made further attempts to negotiate with the
British and Indian Governments. The former replied that
it was unable to put pressure on the latter over a question of
customs duties and asked us to negotiate with it directly.
Our Government lost no time in attempting to do so and,
while calming down our business men, got so far in its
preparations as to nominate a representative. The Indian
Government, however, said that diplomatic relations were
the province of England and that it was not entitled to
enter into them. The question would have to be referred
to the Autumn Session, and what with this and that would
not fix a date. This meant that the suggested conference at
Simla, India's summer capital, was indefinitely postponed.
But that was not all; England fell back on further
evasions. When Mr. Kadono called at the Board of Trade
to discuss the matter, he was informed by Mr. Horace
Wilson, the Secretary, that the British Government would
prefer to have the conference held in England and not in
India. Exactly the opposite of what had been said before.
In thus playing fast and loose with Japan, England was
manoeuvring for position. Presumably, she expected that
the last increase of duty would reduce the exports of Japanese
cotton goods to India and also the stocks of Indian cotton
held by Japanese spinners, and she intended to defer
negotiations until the consequent financial difficulties had